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Summary 

 

Bowes History Group received funding through the Heart of Teesdale Landscape Partnership 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund to undertake a restoration of St.Farminôs Well by the bank of 

the River Greta at Bowes village in County Durham. The well site which is named on the 2nd 

edition Ordnance Survey mapping of c.1898, had previously been cleared by the group in 

1998 and found to be a small circular stone cistern set into the ground, but which had now 

run dry. This phase of work was intended to locate the spring line and re-establish its route 

through the round cistern cleared in 1998. 

 

The well is situated next to a track above the north bank of the River Greta, and set into the 

bank side to the north where a natural outcropping of bed rock is partially overlain by soil slip 

down the slope. Work by the contractor had removed a considerable amount of this soil slip 

to reveal the cliff face from which the spring was presumed to issue. At this point a stone 

basin was partially exposed at the base of the cliff and work was halted to allow the county 

archaeologist to visit the site. Further excavation and the installation of safety fencing was 

then undertaken under the archaeological supervision of Niall Hammond of Archaeo-

Environment.  

 

Final clearance of soil from the cliff face revealed a rectangular stone ótroughô consisting of 

separate sides and flagged base hard against the stone cliff. This also was found to be dry 

and after archaeological recording the excavation was backfilled and the slope made safe 

once more. 

 

Bearing in mind the proximity to the Roman Fort, medieval castle and village of Bowes a 

short distance to the north, surprisingly little artefactual evidence was recovered and the 

well/trough feature contained no fill worthy of environmental sampling. The dedication to 

St.Farmin (a 4th century martyr), and location of the well do however leave open the question 

of the well and spring being of some considerable antiquity with the only other English 

dedications to the saint being Anglo-Saxon and the proximity of the Roman fort and vicus to 

the north being perhaps of significance. 
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1.0 Introduction 

Archaeo-Environment (AE), where appointed by Bowes Heritage Group to undertake 

a watching brief on clearance of St.Farminôs Well at Bowes, County Durham (formally 

in the North Riding of Yorkshire till 1974). Monitoring work took place on 27th and 28th 

of March 2012. The site was being excavated to try and identify the location of the 

spring water supply and redirect it into a round stone basin named as St.Farminôs 

Well on the Ordnance Survey (OS) mapping of 1888 and which had been previously 

cleared and found to be dry by the Bowes History Group in 1998. 

2.0 Location, geology and topography      

 Bowes is a small linear village located in the south-west of County Durham on the 

North bank of the River Greta. Located within the historic county of the North Riding 

of Yorkshire the village sits astride óThe Streetô the ancient route over the Stainmore 

Pass to Cumbria now carried by the A66. The village was by-passed in the 1970ôs. 

The location of the well and Bowes village are shown in Figure 1.  

 

 The geology of the area belongs to the North Pennines and the series of rocks 

commonly known as the Coal Measures dating from the Carboniferous period of 

approximately 290-350 million years ago. The last glaciation has left large deposits of 

boulder clay, in turn overlain by river deposited sands, gravels and silts.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO, Crown Copyright all rights reserved. (c)Archaeo-Environment 

2012. OS licence 100042279 

Figure 1. Location plan. Showing position of Bowes Village and St.Farminôs Well. 


