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PROJECT UPDATE:  

Heart of Teesdale Community Initiatives Fund  
The Partnership has issued a second call for expressions of interest to 

their Community Initiatives Fund. It is aimed at projects of less than 
£10,000 value which benefit the Partnership area and fit with its priorities.  
 
The Partnership invites local groups to apply for small grants to develop 

projects and activities which provide public benefit. The fund is geared to 

the needs of community organisations including registered charities, non 
profit and other charitable groups and associations.  Applications from 
other partnerships, parish councils, schools and informal groups and 

initiatives will be considered providing they can demonstrate clear 
community or public benefit, and satisfy conditions for governance and 

financial accountability. The deadline for Expressions of Interest to the 
2013 Round is Friday 22 February. 
 

The fund was launched by the Partnership early in 2012 and twelve small 

community projects were awarded funding last autumn. Successful 
projects so far have included village bulb planting schemes, habitat 
management projects, storytelling and craft workshops, restoration of 

small heritage features and access improvements to heritage archives.  
 

A full list of Programmes and Projects, a map of the Heart of Teesdale 
area and copies of the Expressions of Interest form are all available from 
the website at www.heartofteesdale.net or from the Partnership Team at 

Teesdale House, Galgate, Barnard Castle, County Durham, DL12 8EL. If 
you think you have an eligible project and need further guidance please 

contact Sarah Smith – Community Officer 
01833 696211 sarah@heartofteesdale.net 

 

PROJECT UPDATE: Castle and Scar Top Setting – Work Begins! 
Despite the weather, work began on 

site in mid January.  A start up 
photo call has been held with 
partners and funders Durham 
County Council, Barnard Castle 

Vision, Barnard Castle Town Council 
and North Pennine Dales LEADER: 
Funding is being made available 
through the Rural Development 

Programme for England, which is 

jointly funded by Defra and the 
European Union. 
  

The project will preserve the open green spaces and seating, re-establish 

views to the River Tees, introduce new planting, and upgrade street 
furniture. 
 
It will also see new and enlarged play facilities with elements of traditional 

and natural play, a new specially designed mini golf facility and kiosk, 

new terracing and a small performance area.  
 
. 

 

BEFORE:

 

PROJECT UPDATE:  

Barningham Limekiln 

Restoration 
The restoration of Barningham Lime 

Kiln on Low Lane led by Barningham 
Local History Group and supported 
by Barningham Estate is now 
complete. The kiln used to produce 

lime to fertilise fields, white wash 

buildings and to make mortar. It 
went out of use during the Second 
World War.  

 
Local firm Fairbairns with the 

assistance of an apprentice carried 
out the restoration, removing 
vegetation damaging the structure 

and part of the crumbling building, 

and rebuilding it. There is also a new 
small interpretation panel. 
 

To visit the limekiln, drive to 
Barningham from Greta Bridge/A66. 

Before entering the village, walk 
down a green lane to the right. The 

kiln is about two-thirds of a mile 
down the track. 

 

AFTER: 
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PROJECT UPDATE: Artscapes 
ARTworks in Teesdale 

Turner’s Yellow:  

Sunsets in Teesdale 
During Winter 2012, Year 10 Art 
Students from Teesdale School 

participated in examining Turner's 

specific colour theory and practice 
as well as looking at 
contemporary landscape artists.  

 
It included a walk around the 

Tees to the point where Turner 
painted his iconic view of the river 
and Barnard Castle. The students 

worked with local watercolourist 

Anne Mason who showed them 
watercolour techniques using 
superior arts materials. The 

students kept a sketch book of 
ideas and test pieces and also 

produced finished work.  
 

 
©Matt Case 

Mapping the Landscape 
Cotherstone School pupils have 
been examining the connection 
between cartography, art and the 

landscape with Teesdale artist 

Sara Cox. The landscape around 
Cotherstone is particularly rich 
both in texture and features. The 

project involved a walk around 
the village and by the river using 

a map.  
The children gathered source 
material by taking photographs to 

create an individual “colour bar 

code” of their chosen landscape. 
The children are now using their 
newly gained skills in felt making 

to create a large communal textile 
as a final piece. Sara has a long 

term interest in cartography and 
is an experienced participatory 
artist working and living in the 

Teesdale community. 

 

 

PROJECT UPDATE:  

Rokeby Exhibition - Bowes Museum 29 Jan -28 Apr 2013  
The exhibition will celebrate the bicentenary of the epic poem ‘Rokeby’ by 
Sir Walter Scott. The poem takes inspiration from the landscape around 
this country estate, with tales of love, derring-do and deception during 

the English Civil War!  It’s publication helped to draw artists and visitors 
to Teesdale, including Turner. 
 

The Partnership is supporting this 

initiative, which has a variety of 

associated events and workshops 
throughout the year.  They include 
walking tours and leaflets to help 
visitors to explore the area, and 

relate sites and views to the art and 
literature they helped create.  
Further details from the website at 
www.thebowesmuseum.org.uk 

 

PROJECT UPDATE: Bird and Farm Landscapes 
The programme is now fully in gear following Mid Teesdale Project 

Partnership’s appointment of Jennie Stafford to develop its conservation 
work throughout the Heart of Teesdale area.  

 
Jennie has an extensive knowledge of the area and its wildlife through her 

former role as farm conservation adviser with the Farming and Wildlife 
Advisory Group. Jennie will work with farmers, landowners, local groups 
and volunteers to promote farmland conservation surveys, and improve 

habitats and conditions for threatened farmland birds such as grey 
partridge, tree sparrows and barn owls.  

 
She will also be managing a small grants scheme to encourage the 

creation of wild bird seed mix plots, restoration and establishment of 
hedgerows and the re-wilding of field margins. If you are interested 

please contact Jennie on 01833 628 443, via mobile 07866 235 307, or 
email jennie@jenniestafford.co.uk. 

 

PROJECT UPDATE:  

Green Lane School Pond and Outdoor Classroom 
Work to create a pond and an outdoor classroom area within the school 
grounds is now complete. The project involved volunteers from Durham 

Wildlife Trust, Friends of Green Lane School, and the local community. 

The area will provide more opportunities for learning outside the 
classroom and be used by the school and other community groups.  

 

PROJECT UPDATE: Artscapes: Cotman on the Greta 
Artist Anne Mason will be leading a series of 4 afternoon practical 
watercolour painting workshops demonstrating and teaching John Sell 
Cotman's superb watercolour technique. 

 

The project led by ARTworks in Teesdale starts with an illustrated talk on 
John Sell Cotman’s technique and the history of his relationship with 
Teesdale and the Greta by Emma House from the Bowes Museum, at The 
Morritt, Greta Bridge on Wednesday February 27th at 2pm. Refreshments 

provided. 
  
On Thursday 28th Anne Mason will lead a walk around the Greta starting 
from the Morritt at 2pm, literally walking in Cotman's footsteps and 

gathering source material: sketches, photographs for the workshops 

which start the following week at Eggleston Village Hall 12-4pm and run 
through March 7th, 14th 21st and 28th.  There is a registration fee for the 
project of £10, which includes the talk and all the workshops and 
materials. Those who wish only to attend the talk can do so for £5. 

 

Booking is essential. Please contact Judy Caplin at ARTworks in Teesdale 

on 01833 640077 or email info@artworksinteesdale.org  

 



 
 

 
Bowes Museum  

Christmas Fair 
Staff and volunteers attended the 

Bowes Museum Christmas Fair 
with a stall to publicise the 

programme and projects and also 
selling a few items suitable for 
Christmas including wooden bat 

boxes, slate and wooden hearts, 

and wooden sheep designed 
specially for the Partnership. 
Thank you to our volunteers and 

all who visited us. 

 

 
PROJECT UPDATE:  

Garden of Remembrance 
The Garden of Remembrance is 
located on the greens in the 
middle of Galgate, leading down 

towards the Castle, which forms 
one of the strategic approaches to 

the centre of Barnard Castle.  It is 
a well used area for seating by 
people of all ages, both local 

residents and visitors. The project 

led by Barnard Castle Town 
Council has started renovation on 
the existing Garden, including 

improvements to the chain-link 
fence and gate, renovation of the 

seating and installation of an 
additional Memorial plaque to 
commemorate those who have 

lost their lives in conflicts other 

than the two World Wars.   
 

Big Tree Plant:  

Still Seeking Sites! 
Sites are still needed with local 
partners including parish and 
town councils, community groups, 

schools and volunteers.  If you 

are interested in planting trees in 
your community please contact 
Kath Marshall-Ivens at 
Groundwork North East on 

01207 524803, or by email 

kath.marshall-
ivens@groundwork.org.uk. 

 

 

PROJECT UPDATE: VIVA 
This project, led by Groundwork North East, seeks to involve local people 
in creating a new piece of art for their community. Community members 

will be invited to talks and discussions followed by ‘hands on’ art 
workshops in community halls to produce a piece of public artwork, such 

as a mural or sculpture, which in turn will become a permanent feature 
and attraction in the village. 
 

It will encourage communities to celebrate the unique identity and 

attractions of the particular village and parish in which they live including 
memories, traditions and stories, distinctive historic features and 
buildings, landscape qualities and wildlife.  Boldron has recently held its 

first workshops with local craftsman Peter Coverdale to produce a seat for 
the village.  

 
To find out more about how you can get involved, contact  

Grace Crawford: Programme Coordinator - Groundwork North East  
grace.crawford@groundwork.org.uk 01207 524 803 

 

PROJECT UPDATE: History of the Ancient Parish of Gainford 
The ancient parish of Gainford included both Gainford and the chapelries 
of Barnard Castle, Denton and Whorlton on the north bank of the Tees. 
Each volume provides a history of a parish from the earliest times to the 

present. The shaping of the landscape is an important element: covering 

settlement patterns, land use, field boundaries, communications and 
industrial sites.  
 
The project led by the Victoria County History of Durham is for a scoping 

study for a history of the ancient parish as a possible red Volume VI 
within the county series of the national Victoria County History. The 
project is drawing on academics and volunteers to identify and review the 
body of published works and surviving documentary sources for a modern 

history of the parish. Work began in September 2012 and set up small 
research groups of volunteers to cover the area.  
 
Community Strengthening Grant Fund Seeks New Applications 
A community funding pot launched last year by North Star Housing 

Group, parent company to Endeavour and Teesdale Housing Associations, 
is now accepting applications for the fund’s third bidding round.  Set up to 
support vulnerable communities, the 'Community Strengthening Grants 
Fund' totals £20,000 and will be used to fund community and voluntary 

initiatives. 

 
Community and voluntary groups in areas where Endeavour Housing 
Association operate, are being encouraged to apply for funds up to a 

maximum of £2,500. All applicants will be considered by a grants panel, 

which will consist of staff and tenant panel members.  The grants are not 
limited to tenants of Endeavour Housing Association.  
 
To find out more, or to request an application form, please contact Tracy 

Jones on 01642 796233 or via email tracy.jones@endeavourha.co.uk. 

 

Community Course: An Introduction to the Middle Ages 
A group of postgraduate students from Durham University are currently 
organising, in conjunction with New College Durham, an evening course 

for the wider, local community under the title ‘An Introduction to the 

Middle Ages.’ The course will take place over eight sessions, fortnightly on 
Wednesday nights beginning 13 February at the World Heritage Site 
Visitor Centre.  For enquiries about the project, please contact Ben Pope 
b.j.pope@dur.ac.uk 

 

PROJECT UPDATE: Paths for All People 
A group of access projects has been brought together under the title of 
Paths for All People. The project is currently recruiting a part time officer 

with experience in public rights of way/access, an interest in working with 
farmers, landowners and local communities and a love of the countryside.  



 

 
  

Please forward this on to friends and family once you have read it!  
If you are not on our e-mailing list and you would like to be added, please get in touch. 

You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter! 

VOLUNTEERING 

OPPORTUNITIES 
 

No experience necessary and 

everyone is welcome. Below are 

examples of volunteering 

opportunities available through 

the Partnership: 

 

Green and environmental issues 

• Practical conservation tasks 

e.g. dry stonewalling, tree 

planting and footpath work 

• Wildlife surveying 

• Leading guided walks 

• Footpath Guardian 

• Site Warden 

 

Culture and heritage 

• Historic building surveying 

• Local parish mapping 

• Local / oral history 

• Historical research 

• Local art / culture projects 

• Tour guides 

 

General 

• Organising and planning 

events 

• Helping at events and 
activities 

• Photography 

• Media and public relations  

e.g. writing press releases  

and roving reporter 

• Guided walks 

 

For details of specific current 

opportunities contact one of the 

Volunteering Officers: 

 

Kath Marshall-Ivens 

Volunteering Officer 

Green and Environmental Issues 

03000 260835 

kath.marshall-

ivens@durham.gov.uk 

 

Honia Devlin 

Volunteering Officer 

Culture and Heritage 

03000 260830 

honia.devlin@durham.gov.uk 

 

Please note both officers 

work part time, often out of 

the office, so it may take a 
few days to respond. 

 

VOLUNTEERING WITH HEART OF TEESDALE! 
 
GREEN AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
There are now a number of environmental volunteering opportunities 
available with both the Heart of Teesdale and partner organisations, role 
profiles for these can be found on the downloads section of the website at 

www.heartofteesdale.net and include: 

 
Wildlife Watch Volunteer with Durham Wildlife Trust - monitoring 
wildlife cameras and practical tasks to improve habitats 

Woodlands Fit for Fairies Volunteer with Tees Rivers Trust - practical 
tasks to remove invasive species 

Practical Conservation Team Volunteer with Heart of Teesdale - 
setting up a regular programme of practical tasks across the area 
supporting projects 

Big Tree Plant Volunteer with Heart of Teesdale - helping to plant trees 

this winter to create community copses 
 
If you aren't able to visit the website please contact the office,  

contact details to the right of this page. 
 

 
CULTURE AND HERITAGE 
 

Nest Box Challenge with the Local Care Homes 
We are launching a nest box camera project at two Care Homes in 

Barnard Castle during the National Nest Box Week this February.  This 
pilot project will begin a series of activities under the Partnership’s 

Increasing Access Programme that encourages integration of different 
audiences and participants.   

 
Two nest boxes for small birds have been fitted with cameras and 

installed by volunteer Robin Laycock, at the Manor House and Abbeyfield; 
Corn Close. Each box will be registered by the residents for the Nest Box 
Challenge with the British Trust for Ornithology. Every year over 500 

volunteers take part in this scheme to find out what species build the 
nests, record the number of eggs and chicks. 

 
Other opportunities for the residents to take part in a variety of 
workshops such as paper making and oral history recordings are under 

discussion. Please get in touch with Honia if you'd like to help with this 

project. 
 

Music at the Heart of Teesdale 

With the help of the Heart of Teesdale Team, the M@HoT project has 

appointed a Volunteer Editor to produce a newsletter twice a year. The 
newsletter will be aimed at a wide range of people including their young 
musicians with their families and friends, volunteers, supporters and 
funders and those in the wider folk or traditional music network.  

 

Discovering Britain Walk 
Heart of Teesdale has been approached by Discovering Britain to create a 
new walk around Barnard Castle for their website 

www.discoveringbritain.org. This walk should tell a story about the 

landscape and be developed around a strong geographical theme. 
Together with the Witham we are looking for volunteers who would like to 
get involved with this project!  
 

If your group or organisation would like some support from the Volunteer 
Team or you have an opportunity you would like to recruit a volunteer for, 

please get in touch to discuss how we can help. 

 

 


